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Greetings NNAC Members 
 
Here’s to the up-and-down days of February giving 
way to the breaking of March! I know it’s not exactly 
officially springtime, but March does sound a lot 
better than the word “February”, doesn’t it? 
 
Unless you are perch fishing, blue cat fishing, fishing 
for small stripers and wipers in freshwater 
impoundments in Virginia, or fishing for big bluefin 
off the Carolina coast, you aren’t likely to have a lot 
of good fishing stories from February. But that 
doesn’t mean there haven’t been a lot of fun things to 
do in February and more coming in March! 
 
For instance, our wonderful past president John 
O’Connor is always good for a few winter fishing 
stories out of North Carolina and Florida. He even 
catches us up on the latest megalodon tooth find! 
 

 
 
This huge, fossilized shark tooth was discovered by a 
diver off the coast of North Carolina. It is believed to 
be one of the largest ever found and belonged to a 60’ 
Megalodon shark. 
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The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries has certified 
a new state record speckled trout that bests a fish 
that held the title for more than 60 years. 

Todd Spangler, of Merritt, caught the 12-pound, 8-
ounce fish in the lower Neuse River in Pamlico 
County on Feb 9. The previous state record 
speckled trout weighed 12 pounds, 4 ounces and 
was caught off Wrightsville Beach in 1961. 

Spangler’s fish measured 33.5 inches total length 
(from the tip of the snout to the tip of the 
compressed tail) and had an 18-inch girth. 

He caught it with a Daiwa Procyon reel and 
custom-built spinning rod. He used a Z-Man jerk 
shad soft plastic bait with a 20-pound braid. 

NC STATE RECORD TROUT 



Club News 
 
First, thanks to so many of you who have sent in their 
2022 dues and their release of liability form. Both are 
required for a membership in the club and to 
participate in the club tournaments. If you have not 
done so, please remember to renew your NNAC 
membership.  The dues remain at $30 for the year. 
We ask that you submit your dues by 3/31/2022. All 
the information you need to send in your form and the 
address for the check is on our website under 
membership.  
 
Club Event Schedule 
 
Check our Facebook page and our website from time 
to time for updates to our fishing seminar 
extravaganza slated for April 23. This event is free to 
members with a small charge for nonmembers. You 
are welcome to bring a family member for free. 
We’ve been publicizing this event quite a bit but just 
remember that it is at the public library in Kilmarnock 
on the second floor. We have a number of notable 
speakers and will be announcing the full slate soon. 
The event is 9 AM to 4 PM. More about that later! 
 
Our 2022 Club meeting schedule is as follows: 
 
May 21 
June 18 
July 23 
September 24 
 

For now, all meetings will be held 
at the Wicomico Parish Church. 
Times are as usual, 7-9 PM. All 
dates are Saturday nights. 
 

 
If it is time to renew your Boat US membership 
remember NNAC a Cooperating Partner with Boat 

US which means NNAC members receive a discount 
on memberships. To receive the discount, when  
renewing use the Boat US Group Cooperating code 
found on the website under the Members Only 
section. 
 
Tournament Updates 
 
No changes are anticipated for NNAC Tournament 
rules at this point. A revised tournament schedule will 
be posted once finalized. 
 
Boating Safety Tips 
 
Time to check those fire extinguishers. Ensure the 
expiration date has not expired and check the visual 
gauge to make sure it is in the acceptable range. The 
Coast Guard has established new fire extinguisher 
requirements for boats.  
 
New Coast Guard Fire Extinguisher Requirements 
 
Be sure to read the new requirements and check your 
extinguishers to make sure you are in compliance. 
 
Also check those flares. Look for the expiration date 
and replace if expired. If you have an electronic flare, 
check the batteries, and replace if necessary.  
 
Now is a good time to test and charge those boat 
batteries or replace if needed. 
 
Regulation Updates 
 

Virginia: 
 
Striped Bass  
Any person fishing striped bass recreationally shall 
use non-offset, corrodible, non-stainless steel circle 
hooks when fishing with bait. The Virginia Trophy 
Striped Bass season remains closed for 2022. 
 

Chesapeake Bay Spring Season  
- Size Limit: 20-28 inches  
- Recreational Bag Limit: 1 fish per person  
- Season: May 16 - June 15 



 
Maryland: 

 
Spring Trophy Striped Bass Season:  
- April 1 through April 30: Anglers will be 
prohibited from targeting striped bass, which 
includes catch-and-release. 
  
- May 1 through May 15: Anglers may catch 
one striped bass per day, with a minimum 
size of 35 inches, in the Chesapeake Bay 
from Brewerton Channel to the Virginia state 
line. 

 
You must apply for a Virginia Cobia Permit if you 
plan to fish for Cobia in Virginia waters. If you 
already had a Cobia permit last year, you need to 
apply for 2022.  
 

Potomac River: 
 

Spring Striped Bass Season 
Season Open: May 1 through May 15 
Season Closed: N/A 
Minimum Size Limit: 35” 
Possession Limit: 1 per person/day (inc. 
charter capt.) 
Bait Restrictions: No live eel. No more than 
2 hooks. 

 
States Schedule Public Hearings on Atlantic 
Striped Bass Draft Amendment 7  
 
The Atlantic coastal states of Maine through Virginia 
have scheduled hearings to gather public input on the 
Atlantic Striped Bass Draft Amendment 7. Some 
hearings will be conducted via webinar and some 
hearings will be conducted in person. NNAC 
president Ben Ames will be attending this hearing on 
March 8th in Colonial Beach.  
 
Tackle Box 
 
Be sure to check out this link to a video by Capt. C. 
A. Richardson on the Z Man’s Dark N’ Stormy Jerk 

Shad bait that was used to catch the new NC State 
record speckled trout. 
 
CA Richardson on Z Man's Dark N' Storm Jerk 
Shad 
 
To Scent or Not to Scent 
 
Seems like the latest 
craze to hit the fishing 
arena is the addition of 
bait scents or pre-
scented baits. These 
scents come in a 
variety of “flavors” 
and can be applied to 
plastic baits and the 
adhesive is solid, but it 
cannot be applied to baits like Gulp that are soaked in 
liquids obviously because it will not adhere to the 
bait. Also, it will not adhere to hard baits, however, 
do not worry, there are scents made in a stick form 
that is made specifically for use on hard baits.  
 
Not too Stretchy Not too Stiff 
 

There are those who love 
fluorocarbon and those 
who don’t. Now Yo-Zuri 
has come out with a new 
hybrid fishing line that 
gives you both options. It 
is a blend of fluorocarbon 
and nylon. It gives you 
some of the stiffness of 
fluorocarbon with a little 

stretch. When using line weight 12lb or lower, it tends 
to have much less line memory than straight 
fluorocarbon.  It’s also easier to tie knots. It is also 
easier on the checkbook at a fraction of the cost of 
fluorocarbon. Best of both worlds. 
 
Fishing Events of Interest 
 
NNAC VP Tom Hedgpeth, NNAC member James 
Morgan and friends visited North Carolina for an 



excellent fishing seminar a couple of weeks ago. 
Everyone was a buzz over the new 12 lbs. 8 oz. state 
record speckled trout caught the week before in North 
Carolina.  

 
The seminar was sponsored by Fisherman’s Post, a 
media group that covers all the saltwater fishing 
action along the Carolina coast. The seminar was 1 
full day and topics were divided into two primary 
categories, inshore and offshore. There was 20+ 
instructors and over 60 sessions to choose from. The 
seminar is held every year and there are two locations 
to choose from. The 2nd seminar will be held on Feb 
26th in Wilmington NC. 
 
Tom and I are headed to Annapolis this weekend for 
one of the great Chesapeake fishing expos of winter. 
This expo has tons of fishing gear, raffles, seminars, 
etc. There is something for every angler.  
 

 

Fishing Reports 
 
Fish Talk Mag Report for Lower Bay  
 
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/fishing-reports/lower-
bay 
 
Fish Talk Mag for Winter Fishing Options 
 
https://www.fishtalkmag.com/blog/winter-fishing-
options 
 
Prop Talk Mag on Bay Ecology 
 
https://www.proptalk.com/how-six-bay-organisms-
spend-winter 
 
VIMS - Annual Sea-Level Report Cards 
 
https://www.vims.edu/newsandevents/topstories/202
2/slrc_2021.php 
 
 

 
  



So, hang in there! The grass will be greener in your backyard soon! The stripers are already packing their bags and 
thinking about spending May in the Chesapeake. Plan for it and be ready!!!  
 
Best regards to all wherever you may be for the winter. 
 
Fish on!! 

 
Ben Ames 
President 
NNAC 
 
Captain Ben Ames, Jr. 
The Ames Marine Group 
428 Sutton Ave 
Reedville, VA 22539 
316-304-1475 C 

 
 
Tom Hedgpeth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to contribute content or photos of your recent catches to be included in the newsletter or on the 
club website, please forward it to the club’s email address at: fishNNAC@gmail.com and we would be more than 
happy to publish it. 
 
 
Sponsors Partners Weigh Stations 

 
R. W.’s Sports Shop 
Tackle Shop at J & W Seafood 
Butlers Bait and Tackle 
 

BoatUS 
Smith Point Sea Rescue 
VSSA 
Killer Bee Baits 
 

Smith Point Marina 
Buzzards Point Marina 
Chesapeake Boat Basin 
Lewisetta Marina 
Boatyard @ Christ Church 
Morningstar Marina 
Norview Marina 
Ingram Bay Marina 
 

 
 


