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Greetings NNAC Members 
 
Club News 
 
As we finish up our January 2021 newsletter, I gaze 
out upon Cockrell’s Creek on a 53° afternoon here in 
mid-January. Well, there is not a lot of boat activity 
around, the sea ducks, Canada geese, bald eagles, 
and assorted winter birds on the feeders are 
continually active. I have not seen skim ice anywhere 
on the Northern Neck since 2 to 3 brief periods back 
in December. We keep our fingers crossed hoping 
for mild conditions and no winter trout kill. So far all 
is well but the forecast for the last week of January 
may prove somewhat lower than ideal. 25° nights are 
coming for a few days. 
 
We had 81 members as we closed out 2020 just 19 
short of our goal of 100. We had 24 new members 
join in 2020. Dues will remain $30 per adult member 
with no charge for youth (under age 18) members for 
the 2021 season. Our operating budget closed out 
the 2020 season with approximately $6858. We ask 
that you submit your membership application (or 
renewal) by March 31, 2021. 
 
The 2021 tournament format will remain the same as 
last year. The tournament schedule will be finalized 
over the next couple months and posted on the 
website. No changes are expected to the tournament 
award structure. Tournament species will be 
reviewed, and slight adjustments may be necessary. 
 
The NNAC has been a member of the Boat U.S. 
Cooperating Group Program since 2012. Under this 
program, NNAC members who are or become Boat 
U.S. members are entitled to a discount on the 
annual $30 Boat U.S. membership fee – the fee is 
discounted to $15 for NNAC members. To receive 
the discount, an NNAC member needs only to enter 
the club’s Cooperating Group ID Number on the 
initial or renewal membership form. The Cooperating 
Group ID Number can be found in the NNAC 
Members Only section of the club’s website. 
 
The 2020 Best of Species 1st place winners can 
expect to receive a plaque for their accomplishment.  
Unfortunately, the plaque supplier used by the club 
uses is USPS.  This year, USPS has been inundated 
with packages and thus customers experienced 
extreme delays.  This is the case with the club 
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Capt. Dave is the founding father of the NNAC 
and the current NNAC record holder for flounder.  
Pictured on the cover is Capt. Dave holding his 
9lb 5oz flounder he caught in 2008. The club 
record still stands today. 
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plaques.  Please be patience.  As soon as the 
plaques arrive, they will be distributed.  
 
While we were hoping for a much different picture 
regarding COVID-19 in Virginia, if anything, the 
outlook is worse than it was last summer. So while 
we want to do fishing seminars, a picnic, a members 
day at Green Top, another members day at RW‘s 
and Butler Bait and Tackle, we will just have to see 
how the pandemic proceeds. We do have our 
meetings scheduled and venues booked for 2021. 
Please make notes of the following meeting dates if 
you wish but they will be up on the website shortly:  
 
April 24 
June 26 
July 24 
September 25 
 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, all club meetings will be 
held at the Reedville Fisherman’s Museum’s outdoor 
pavilion for the following four dates in 2021. The 
meetings will take place on Saturday nights between 
7 and 9 PM. Guests are welcome, and the meetings 
are open to the public. 
 
We would like to announce our plans for an “Ask the 
Pro’s” event at the same venue. We have reserved 
a Saturday afternoon from 1-4 PM on June 5 for a 
fishing seminar. This event is scheduled but we will 
give due concern to COVID-19 rules and the 
progression of the virus. As we proceed on the 
calendar through the spring, we will update that 
event and make a final decision as to whether we will 
give the go ahead or not. 
 
Further, we do have plans to eventually go back to 
our wonderful facility at Wicomico Church and 
perhaps a new venue at Chesapeake Boat Basin in 
Kilmarnock. But those are indoor facilities and the 
decision to use them will be COVID-19 dependent. 
We will update the membership if necessary, as to 
any changes in meeting locations. 
 
Honoring A legend 
 
If you are a member but have not met Capt. Dave 
Compton, you are missing a real treat and a 
Chesapeake Bay fishing legacy that spans over 40 
years. Capt. Dave was the founding president of the 
Northern Neck Angler Club.  

 
Capt. Dave was born in Summit, New Jersey where 
he had chances to fish while growing up. He was 

drafted in 1953, 
stationed in the US 
Army in Alabama 
and Georgia, and 
learned to like the 
south. He thought 
sunny springs and 
warm falls trumped 
New Jersey ice 
and snow. 
 
While working for 
Coca-Cola and 
Reynolds Metals 
out of Richmond, 
he began to fish 
the bay with a 19-
foot OMC I/O. In 
his words, he drove 
that boat all over 

the Bay and out into the ocean chasing fish. For 
those of us who think of the cobia fishery as a new 
situation, he caught his first Bay cobia in 1978.  

 
In 2000-2008, he bought a 25-foot Parker sport cabin 
boat and entered the charter business fishing out of 
Ingram Bay marina. Depending on his clientele, he 
also chartered the original wooden charter boat  
“Midnight Sun” and then later the new “Midnight Sun” 

when Ryan Rogers built that boat. He also performed 
mate duties on some other charter boats during the 
period. When he had a larger fishing party scheduled 
than would fit on his Parker, he would schedule the 



group on larger boats 
and often serve as the 
mate. His Parker 
charter boat was 
named the “Aces Up”. 
The name came from 
a Coca-Cola soda 
product, Crass Soda, 
which had a flavor 
called “Aces Up”. He 
still has a bottle in his 

collection. 
 
During the period, Capt. Dave was also a writer for 
the Chesapeake Angler magazine from 2001 until 
2012. He wrote 125 articles for that publication. He 
also wrote for Woods and Waters magazine from 
2001 until 2007 while writing 72 articles for their 
readers. 
 
Now, I am going to share with you some incredible 
numbers and believe me, there are no typos here. 
 
His best day fishing on the bay came in 1998. Out of 
28 charter trips they caught 5407 fish for an average 
of 193 per trip. In the year 2000, he took part in 41 
charter trips in log 5308 fish caught. In 1999, they 
caught 371 rockfish in one day.  
 

 
 
His best day on the midnight sun was in 2004, which 
would have been Ryan’s new boat, were they caught 
361 rockfish in one day. Now of course, most of these 
fish were released as the limit then was two per 
angler. Incredible! 
 

But his favorite fishing day on the water was in 1979 
while taking part in a white marlin tournament out of 
Rudee Inlet, Virginia Beach. The Virginia Anglers 
Club had a marlin tournament that was scored as to 
weights versus line size. He thought he would score 
more points, which was true, by fishing with light line. 
He won the tournament catching a pair of white 
marlin on 12-pound tackle. Trolling with 12-pound 
line that is. Think of that!!! 
 
Capt. Dave also had the opportunity to fish several 
trips out of Canada, both drive in and fly in. He is a 
fine gentleman and an incredible outdoorsman. 
 

 
 
He and others took on a big task of forming the 
Northern Neck Angler Club and we are forever 
grateful for it. 
 
After Capt. Dave’s vision for the club was complete 
in 2003 and several tournaments were proposed for 
the inaugural season, it became necessary to come 
up with a way to determine who the tournament 
winners were. It was decided that several marinas 



that surround the Northern Neck that could be 
reached by boat should be contacted to see if they 
would be willing to act as designated weigh-in 
locations. 
 
Selecting the marina was implemented by using the 
list of weigh-in sites published by the Virginia 
Saltwater Fishing Citation Tournament. Each of 
those sites was equipped with a scale that was 
provided for the VA Tournament and maintained for 
accuracy. It was felt that would be the place to start. 
Visits were made to all the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula marinas that appeared to be located close 
to where the tournaments would be held. Nearly all 
the marinas visited were willing to help the Club with 
the tournament weigh-in procedures. 
 
The marinas selected were:  
 
Ingram Bay Marina at Wicomico Church,  
 
Chesapeake Boat Basin at Kilmarnock,  
 
Lewisetta Marina at Lottsburg,  
 
Buzzard Point Marina at Reedville,  
 
Smith Point Marina at Reedville,  
 
Garrett’s Marina at Bowlers Wharf, 
 
Norview Marina at Deltaville,  
 
Locklies marina at Topping,  
 
Windmill Point Marina at White Stone,  
 
Gwynn’s Island Boatel at Hudgins,  
Pulley’s Marine at Grimstead.  
 
The news of the weigh-in locations selected was 
published in the area media and on the Tidal Fish 
network. Tournament weigh-in forms were provided 
to the marinas and instructions were given to the 
employees on to how to conduct the weigh-ins and 
fill out the forms.  
 
For the first few years, phone calls were made to 
each marina to see if they had any entries. The forms 
were kept and eventually picked up from the marinas 
by an officer of the Club. 

 
Next, Capt. Dave decided that a good thing to have 
would be Tournament Sponsors to help finance 
some of the expenses. Having sponsors was seen 
as a strong indication that the Club was viable 
organization. The sponsors would have a particular 
tournament aligned with their support. The sponsors 
were asked to provide gift cards for the tournament 
winners and if they would do so give members 
discounts on purchases from them. Not all proposed 
sponsors were willing to give discounts and not all 
were willing to give gift cards. Some were willing to 
do both. Here are those original sponsors and what 
they agreed to provide: 
 
R W’s Sport Shop in Callao – Spring Rockfish 
Tournament sponsor with gift cards for the winners. 
R W’s was the first tournament sponsor.  
 
Queens Creek Outfitters in Cobbs Creek – Fall 
Grab Bag Tournament sponsor with gift cards for the 
winners and 10% discount on tackle and accessories 
except reels.  
 
Surfside Bait & Tackle in Mechanicsville – Target 
Ship Shoot Out Tournament sponsor with gift cards 
for the winners, 10% discount on tackle and 
accessories except reels and Seasonal Specials. 
 
Galyan’s Sports and Outdoor Adventure in 
Richmond – Summer Flounder and Croaker 
Tournament sponsor gift cards and Club meeting 
door prizes. 
 
Boat US Store in Deltaville – Fall Bonus Striper 
Tournament sponsor gift cards and 
discounts on purchases. 
 
Locklies Marina in Topping – Discounts on 
purchases. 
 
Ingram Bay Marina in Wicomico Church – 
Discounts on tackle. 
 
J & W Seafood in Deltaville – Discounts on tackle. 
 
Charters Plus Inc. in Wicomico Church – 
Discounts on charter trips and First Mate Guide 
Service. 
 



Chesapeake Angler Magazine in Burgess – Free 
Club news coverage and discounts on subscriptions. 
 
Many of the original sponsors are still active 
sponsors for the Club. Next month’s newsletter will 
contain additional club history. 
 
Regulation Updates 
 
2021 Maryland Regulations 
 
“For the second year in a row, the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has 
announced plans for a two-week closure during the 
recreational rockfish season, to take pressure off the 
struggling striper population.” Click the link below to 
read more. 
 
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/md-proposes-
july-closure-to-2021-rockfish-season/ 
 
Chesapeake Bay Seasons, Sizes & Limits | 
Maryland Fishing Regulations – 2021 | 
eRegulations 
 
2021 Virginia Regulations 
 
https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/public/reports/Recr
eationalFishingRegulationsJan2021.pdf 
 
2021 Potomac River Regulations 
 
2021 SPORT FISHING IN THE TIDAL POTOMAC 
RIVER 2021 LEGAL SIZES, LIMITS AND OTHER 
RESTRICTIONS 
 
 
Bay Articles of Interest 
 
Bay Climatology 2020 

https://www.vims.edu/newsandevents/topstories/20
21/2020_climatology.php 

 
Boat Sales 
https://www.proptalk.com/us-boat-sales-reached-
13-year-high-2020 
 
Boat Winter Maintenance 
https://www.proptalk.com/dont-forget-check-your-
boat 

 
Extreme Bay Weather History:  
https://www.proptalk.com/ice-emergency-thomas-
point-lighthouse-january-1877 
 
America’s Next National Park? 
 
https://www.proptalk.com/race-establish-
chesapeake-americas-next-national-park-unit 
 
All things Stripers: 
 
https://www.stripersonline.com/surftalk/forum/24-
chesapeake-bay-fishing/ 
 
VIMS News 
 
https://www.vims.edu/newsandevents/topstories/20
21/2020_climatology.php 
 
That will do it for now. We will see you with the next 
Newsletter addition in February. Thanks very much 
to those who have sent in their 2021 club dues and 
their club membership release form. If you do not 
remember the address or the amount or where to find 
the club release, it is on our website. Please do not 
fail to print out the club release form and sign it as 
that is an annual requirement of membership.  
 
Please remember to thank and patronize those 
businesses that sponsor club tournaments and 
awards and the marinas and weigh-in locations. 
These businesses play an important role in the 
continuing success of our club. 
 
Gone Fishing! 

Surfside Bait & Tackle, a 
long-time sponsor of our 
club has closed its door 
after 19+ years in business, 
to enjoy retirement living.  
Surfside Bait & Tackle was 
one of the first sponsors to 
sign on with our club.  We 
will miss them, and we wish 
them a happy and healthy 
retirement. 



Best regards to all wherever you may be for the 
winter. 
 
 
Fish on!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ben Ames 
President 
NNAC 
 
Captain Ben Ames, Jr. 
The Ames Marine Group 
428 Sutton Ave 
Reedville, VA 22539 
316-304-1475 C 
 
 
If you would like to contribute content or photos of your recent catches to be included in the newsletter or on the 
club website, please forward it to the club’s email address at: fishNNAC@gmail.com and we would be more than 
happy to publish it. 
 

Sponsors 
 

Partners 
 

Weigh Stations 
 

R. W.’s Sports Shop BoatUS Smith Point Marina 
 

Tackle Shop at J & W Seafood Smith Point Sea Rescue Buzzards Point Marina 
 

Butlers Bait and Tackle VSSA Chesapeake Boat Basin 
 

 Killer Bee Baits Lewisetta Marina 
 

  Boatyard @ Christ Church 
 

  Morningstar Marina 
 

  Norview Marina 
 

  Ingram Bay Marina 
 

 
 


