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Club News 
 
Dear NNAC Members, 
 
Best wishes to everyone as we close out the year 
2020. While it was tough in many ways, we hope you 
and family made it through safely. 
 
I am sure we have had members that had a difficult 
time with the COVID-19 virus. We are looking 
forward to that being in the rearview mirror one day, 
but we are certainly not out of the woods yet. My 
fingers are crossed for an improvement in 2021 and 
certain signs look good. However, there is still a long 
way to go as we know. 
 
One bright spot in 2020 was the fact that the sport 
we love and pursue was only lightly affected in our 
area. Certainly, Maryland had its regulatory issues 
with COVID-19 and so did Virginia and the Potomac 
River, but we basically were able to continue fishing 
throughout the year. Perhaps we stayed local this 
year and did not make extended fishing trips to other 
locations but luckily, we had good numbers of 
several species of fish in the bay and the tributaries 
of the Northern Neck, so we proceeded. 
 
Other than the first rockfish tournament being 
canceled because of regulatory issues, we were able 
to complete the remaining tournament schedule. We 
were able to hold two club meetings in person out of 
the normally scheduled five and certainly hope that 
will be better this year. 
 
In our January newsletter, we will update 
membership and financial data for you. Final 
numbers are coming in now and we will make sure to 
get that report in the next newsletter. 
 
The board members and officers of the Northern 
Neck Anglers Club appreciate your Membership, 
your interest, your questions, and your participation 
in the club. There will be some club positions up for 
vote in the first quarter, so if you are interested in 
being an officer or a board member, please send us 
a note and we will contact you quickly. 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Spotlight 

Joined NNAC: 2019 
 
Occupation: Retired VA. Dept. of Corrections 
 
Primary Home: Chesterfield 
 
Rivah Home: Little River Campground, Smith 
Point 
 
Boat: Miss Leigh 25’ Parker  
 
Favorite Fish to Target: Rockfish 
 
Favorite Fish to Eat: Rockfish  
 
Bucket List Fish: Sheepshead 
 
Cover Story –  
 
Earl landed this 42lb 12oz Rockfish during trophy 
rockfish spring season 2020. While Earl was 
trolling the ditch around buoy #9 in 70’ of water, 
this monster rockfish swallowed a 9” 
chartreuse/white Doug Bait off a planer board Earl 
was pulling. The fish made the top of the Club’s 
Rockfish Best of Species category for 2020. Earl 
finished 1st in every Rockfish Tournament 
Division this season without the help from this 
fish.  Quite an accomplishment. 
 

EARL PIEROTTI 



For the Logbook 
 

 
 
 

Rumors were circulating of lots of keeper-size 
Rockfish being caught near the top of the cut 
channel.  Most were in the 22” – 28” range. To 
validate the rumors, Ben Ames, Earl Pierotti, Bruce 
Belt and Tom Hedgpeth boarded Ben Ames’ Utah 
Beach on 12/30 to make one last hoorah trip to the 
cut channel to track down these fish. Departed the 
dock at daybreak from Buzzards Marina and had to 
cut through a thin layer of ice in the creek until 
reaching deeper water. As the cut channel came into 
view so did hundreds of boats. They must have heard 
the same rumors.  
 
Once reaching the cut channel, the sun rose above 
the water’s edge with light wind out of the south and 
about 1’ waves.  Temperatures were in the 40s with 
an incoming tide. 
 

 
 
Trolling tandem Killer Bees baits, fish were found 
mostly near the bottom in lots of small tight schools 
around 50 feet of water. The bite was scattered 
between schools. The guys were able to take home 
a limit of nice fatties.  It was a great day and 
wonderful way to end the season. 
 

Final Bonus Rockfish Tournament Results 
 
The following are the results from the Bonus Rockish 
Tournament. 
 
Place Angler Weight 

1 Earl Pierotti 9lb 2oz 
2 Troy Durvin 8lb 14oz 
3 Stuart McKenzie 7lb 4oz 
4 Kevin Walsh 4lb 0oz 

 
Congratulations to Earl Pierotti for his first-place 
finish in the Rockfish Division. Gift Cards to J & 
Seafood will be distributed to the top 3 finishers. 
Kudos to all the members that took part in all the 
tournaments during the 2020 season. Thanks to all 
our tournament sponsors and weigh stations for their 
continued support for the club and its members 
through the year. 
 
Final Angler of the Year Standings 
 
The following are the top five finishers in the AOY 
contest.  
 

Place Angler Points 
1 Earl Pierotti 43 
2 Jan Jamrog 22 
3 Stuart Mcenzie 22 
4 Troy Durvin 19 
5 Tom Smith 17 

 
Congratulations to Earl Pierotti for capturing the 
prestigious Angler of the Year award. Pierotti finished 
on top of the leaderboard with 43 points, 21 points 
ahead of 2nd place finisher 4-time AOY winner Jan 
Jamrog. Although there was a tie for 2nd between 
Jamrog and Stuart McKenzie both with 22 points, 2nd 
place is awarded to Jamrog for having one more first 
place finish than McKenzie. Rounding out the top five 
finishers were Troy Durvin in 4th and Tom Smith in 
5th.  
 
Pierotti placed in the top three ten times out of 15 
potential divisions. He scored 1st five times, 2nd three 
times and 3rd two times. His 43-point finish is the 
highest number of points scored for an angler in a 
single year since 2011. In addition to Pierotti’s 
extraordinary accomplishments for the year is a 2nd 
place Club Record Rockfish of 42lbs 12ozs and two 



1st place Best of Species for Spanish Mackerel and 
Rockfish.A truly outstanding year and well-deserved 
award for Earl. For a complete list of standings, you 
can visit the club website.  
 
Thanks, and congratulations to all those who 
competed in the tournaments this year. 
 
 
Final Weigh Station Report 
 
A total of 68 fish were weighed during the season 
with the most weighed at Smith Point Marina. 
 

2020 NNAC Season 

Total Fish by Weigh Station 
 

Weigh Station  Fish Weighed  

Smith Point 32  

Buzzards Point 24  

Lewisetta 9  

CBB 2  

J & W 1  

Ingram Bay 0  

Morningstar 0  

CC 0  

Norview 0  

RW 0  

Total 68  

 
Thanks to all weigh stations and staff for their 
continued support to the club. 
 
Regulations Changes 
 
The “new” Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR) 
(formerly DGIF) is putting new restrictions on who 
can use the DWR owned or managed water access 
sites. The regulation states: 
 
“Beginning January 1, 2021, any person using a 
Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR)-owned or 
managed facility, including boating access sites, 
must have a valid Virginia hunting, trapping, or 
fishing permit, a Restore the Wild membership, an 

access permit, or current certificate of boat 
registration issued by DWR to use the facility. This 
does not apply to persons under the age of 17 or 
passengers with a permitted operator. The operator 
must have a permit.” 

 
The new regulation seems to be targeting human 
powered watercraft (canoes, kayaks, etc.) that are 
not currently required to be registered with the State.  
 
The following is a link to the new 2021 regulation: 
  
 https://dwr.virginia.gov/boating/access-faq/  

 
 
Fishing Safety 
 

 

 

 
You had a great day fishing on the water and now it 
is time to return to port and clean your catch.  You 
secure everything for the trip back and you turn the 
key(s) to start the motor(s) and nothing happens, or 
you get that dreaded clicking sound of a dead 
battery. A great day ruined?  Not if you have one of 
these new style battery jumpers on your boat. They 
are small, lightweight, easy to store and most are 
packed with additional features such as Lithium 
batteries for longer lasting power, spark proof 
connections so no worries about wrong hookups or 
fire potential, charges USB devices such as a 
cellphone, and LED flashlight with multiple modes. 
You can charge the device using an AC connection, 
a USB connection or by using your accessory 
connection (cigarette lighter) on your boat while you 
are cruising. A single charge lasts a long time, but it 
is a good idea to charge it periodically. By keeping 
one of these devices on your boat and charged, will 
ensure you will not be stranded on the water 
anymore due to dead batteries. Your catch is safe 
and especially so are you. Get one and put it on your 
boat. 
 

 



Points of Interest 
 
 
Atlantic coast’s menhaden fishing haul cut by 10% for 2021 and 2022 - Daily Press 
 
Atlantic coast’s menhaden fishing haul cut by 10% for 2021 and 2022 - Daily Press 
 
A Look at the Chesapeake Bay Watershed in 2020 
 
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/article/officials%20rule%20against%20introducing%20asian%20oysters
%20into%20bay 
 
Menhaden Catch Cut to Help Striped Bass. But Is It Enough? 
 
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/fisheries/menhaden-catch-cut-to-help-striped-bass-but-is-it-
enough/article_675ff74e-1325-11eb-9676-0772b8f4bd5b.html 
 
Coastwide Limits on Commercial Fishing of Striped Bass Feed Don’t Go Far Enough 
 
https://www.baltimoresun.com/opinion/op-ed/bs-ed-op-1023-maryland-menhaden-fish-harvest-20201022-
ynf44tqn7vfntaj6oqvi7equny-story.html 
 
Derelict Crab Traps Removal Program 
 
Student-developed app will help public remove derelict crab traps | Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
(vims.edu) 
 

VSSA 2021 Sportfishing Tournament Opportunity 
 

 
  



Best wishes for the holidays and happiness in the new year. 
 
Fish on!! 

 
Ben Ames 
President 
NNAC 
 
Captain Ben Ames, Jr. 
The Ames Marine Group 
428 Sutton Ave 
Reedville, VA 22539 
316-304-1475 C 

 
 
If you would like to contribute content or photos to be included in the newsletter or on the club website, please 
forward it to the club’s email address at: fishNNAC@gmail.com and we would be more than happy to publish it. 
 
Sponsors: 
R. W.’s Sports Shop 
Tackle Shop at J & W Seafood 
Butlers Bait and Tackle 
Surfside Bait and Tackle 
 
Partners: 
BoatUS 
Smith Point Sea Rescue 
VSSA 
Killer Bee Baits 
 
Weigh Stations: 
Smith Point Marina 
Buzzards Point Marina 
Chesapeake Boat Basin 
Lewisetta Marina 
Boatyard @ Christ Church 
Morningstar Marina 
Norview Marina 
Ingram Bay Marina  
 


