
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

August 2020 
 
We hope all fishermen and friends are having a great 
summer. Even though we are dealing with a 
persistent Covid - 19 situation, extremely warm dog 
days of summer, some red tide, a surprisingly 
dangerous tropical storm, etc., there have been 
some nice catches this month and some new entries 
in Best of Species for the year. 
  
It is not my intent to rehash the August Spanish 
Lessons tournament so capably updated weekly by 
our VP Tom Hedgpeth on the club's excellent 
website (NorthernNeckAnglersClub.com), but we did 
have a number of entries and some nice fish. The 
Spanish Mackerel are still providing great fishing as 
we near September. 
 

  
 
Congratulations to Tom Hedgpeth for 1st Place in the 
Spanish Mackerel Division and to Jan Jamrog for 1st 
Place in the Bluefish division.  
 
 

  
 
I’d like to extend congratulations go to all club 
members that entered catches in the tournament. 
Check out the website for complete results in all 
divisions and other statistics.  
 

 
 
Club member Earl Pierotti scored with a new 2020 
Best of Species leading Spanish mack recently 
weighing 3lbs. 4 oz. It was caught just after the 
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Spanish Lessons tournament ended but is a superb 
fish this year. 
 
As is usually the norm, macks and blues have 
been found recently in a wide area including the 
middle grounds, lower Potomac, Smith Point 
Light area, the Northern Neck Reef and east to 
Tangier, buoy 62 down to Fleet's Bay, and the 
lower Great Wicomico River.  
 
Speaking of river fishing, a multitude of fish large 
and small are active now in the river including 
trout, puppy drum, flounder, small rockfish and 
spot. 
 

 
 
Club member Jimmy Morgan nailed an 
extremely nice 5 lb 6 oz puppy drum within the 
slot limit recently in the Little Wicomico to take 
the lead in the Puppy Drum division in the Best 
of Species Contest. 
 
Jan Jamrog had a nice morning of fishing on the 
river including these two beautiful trout. He also 
caught a flounder, croaker and rockfish to cap off 
the morning. 
 

 
 
If you can stand the temperatures and the sun, 
there's fish to be had. 
 

Upcoming September Tournament 
 
Our September GRAB BAG TOURNAMENT will 
include Bluefish, Spanish Mackerel and our first 
ever release division for big red drum. Rules for 
the red drum release portion can be found on our 
website. This is a new club opportunity for our 
members to take advantage of a truly 
exceptional Chesapeake legendary fish! Some 
of our members have already landed and 
released 45" plus red drum this summer and 
there are plenty more out there in September. 
I'm very excited about the three species in our 
Grab Bag tourney commencing on September 
5 for three straight weekends. As always, 
each species/division will offer AOY points and 
prizes as is the norm. 
 
September promises lower temperature (both 
air and water). We have seen water 
temperatures in the upper 80's and that's not 
good, especially for rockfish. Habitat is limited 
when water temperatures reach those elevated 
levels and the fish are stressed. Maryland won't 



even allow targeting for ANY rockfish during 
these last two weeks of August because of heat 
stress levels. 
 

Next Club Meeting, September 26, 2020 
 
Additionally, we are happy to announce we will 
be having our regularly scheduled September 
26 NNAC club meeting. Because of COVID 
limited facilities options, and because our July 
meeting was an attendance success, we will 
again meet on Saturday night 9/26/20 in the 
outdoor pavilion at the Reedville Fishermen's 
Museum. As we required in July, we will set 
seating for proper social distancing and will 
require masks, just as we did then. We have an 
excellent slate of speakers lined up and can't 
wait to announce that schedule in early 
September! 
 

Boating Safety Update 
 
There have been a number of grisly boating 
accidents including deaths in Virginia and 
Maryland so far this summer. 
 

 
 
There was an extremely nasty fire onboard a 38’ 
pleasure craft boat offshore near Ocean City 
recently. The six passengers all survived thanks 
to good samaritan nearby boats including 
Omega Protein's F/V Smuggler's Point who 
picked up the swimming boaters.  
 
  

 

 
 
Several other accidents, including collisions, 
rough seas and alcohol consumption have 
resulted in at least two Maryland deaths in the 
Potomac River or the upper Chesapeake. 
  
Water Patrol officers have been prevalent 
checking boaters in local waters all summer. 
One of our members can tell you it costs $125 to 
be one life jacket short on a boat. So double 
check your life jackets, your throwable device, 
the date on your fire extinguisher, the date on 
your fire flares, your PLB's and EPIRB's, and 
make sure (not a water patrol requirement but 
good practice to ward off vibrio) to have fresh in 
date Hydrogen Peroxide on board for those 
nasty little cuts, fin pricks, etc. 
  



Pay strict attention to vibrio as it was only a year 
ago we lost a very experienced Reedville 
fisherman because he didn’t treat a crab cut on 
his foot immediately with hydrogen peroxide. 
Several days later, and after two amputations, 
sadly he passed away. 
 
And while we are on the good practices and 
overall safety discussion, please don’t forget to 
use copious amounts of sunscreen on exposed 
skin every day you are out on the water. Cover 
up and stay alive. 
 

Striped Bass News 
  

  

VMRC: Striped 
Bass Bonus Fish 
Program 
 
VMRC will not implement the 
Striped Bass Bonus Fish 
Program as suggested under 

2019 management actions for Striped Bass. “Given the 
present circumstances, it would not be prudent to initiate 
a program that harvests the spawning stock.” said 
Commissioner Steven G. Bowman. “We’d be better 
served protecting the large females until we reduce 
fishing pressure and ensure a healthy population for 
current and future generations of anglers”. 
 
The VMRC had planned to develop a program where 
anglers could purchase one tag per year to harvest a 
single trophy sized fish larger than the legal limit (> 36”). 
These measures were planned to come before the 
Commission for review in June 2020. ASMFC has 
initiated a new amendment to address the overfished 
condition of striped bass. Upon reviewing scientific 
advice related to that amendment, MRC decided 
implementing a bonus tag program for striped bass could 
be damaging to the stock given the status of the 
population. In addition, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
forced the Commission to reevaluate priorities as well as 
any new unfunded projects. 
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ASMFC Atlantic Striped Bass Board Initiates 
Amendment 7 to Address Longstanding Fishery 
Management Issues 
Arlington, VA – The Commission’s Atlantic 
Striped Bass Management Board initiated the 
development of an Amendment to the Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan. As the first step in 
the development of a new FMP or amendment, 
the Public Information Document (PID) will focus 
on the following management topics: (1) fishery 
goals and objectives; (2) stock 
rebuilding/timeframe; (3) management triggers; 
(4) biological reference points; (5) regional 
management (recreational measures, coastal 
and producer areas, regional reference points); 
(6) recreational discard mortality; (7) 
conservation equivalency; (8) recreational 
accountability; and (9) coastal commercial quota 
allocation. The purpose of the PID is to solicit 
stakeholder input on prioritizing the importance 
of each topic for continued development and 
inclusion in the Draft Amendment. 
 
“Now that Addendum VI measures are in place 
and stock rebuilding has been initiated, the 
Board can focus on addressing a number of 
issues that have been at the forefront of striped 
bass management for a long time,” stated Board 
Chair David Borden of Rhode Island. 
 
Between the Spring and Summer Meetings, a 
Work Group of Board members met to discuss 
significant issues facing striped bass 
management. The Board agreed that all of the 
issues discussed by the Work Group are 
extremely important and complex, and deserve 
significant thought and consideration. 
Furthermore, the prioritization of issues to be 
addressed by the Amendment should be guided 
by stakeholder input. 
 
“Given it’s been 17 years since the Board last 
considered a new plan amendment to the striped 
bass management program, the Board intends 
to be very thoughtful and deliberative as it 
proceeds with the development of this 



Amendment,” stated Mr. Borden. “It’s important 
that we provide the public with sufficient 
background information in order to solicit 
effective feedback from all stakeholders and 
ensure the Draft Amendment addresses the 
most pressing issues at this time.” 
 
During its deliberations, Board members 
discussed the importance of addressing discard 
mortality in recreational striped bass fisheries 
given discards significantly contribute to total 
fishing mortality. As a result, the Board tasked 
the Plan Development Team and Technical 
Committee to review factors limiting the 
accuracy of discard mortality estimates for 
stock assessment purposes, and to identify 
potential actions that could improve 
understanding or help reduce discard mortality 
in the fishery. 
 
The Work Group Report, which can be found 
here, will serve as the foundation of the Draft 
PID. The Board will review the first draft of the 
PID at the Commission’s Annual Meeting in 
October. At that meeting, the Board will 
determine if the PID is ready to be sent out for 
public comment or if further modifications to the 
document are needed. Given current, and 
possibly future, meeting restrictions due to 
COVID-19, public hearings may be conducted 
via webinar. 
 
 
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic 
coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and 
protection of coastal fishery resources. The 
Commission serves as a deliberative body of the 
Atlantic coastal states, coordinating the 
conservation and management of nearshore 
fishery resources, including marine, shell and 
diadromous species. 
 
1050 N. Highland St. – Suite 200A-N – 
Arlington, V.A. 22201 703.842.0740 (phone) 
703.842.0741 (fax)www.asmfc.org 

For more information, please contact Max 
Appelman, Fishery Management Plan 
Coordinator, at mappelman@asmfc.org or 
703.842.0740. 
 

Chesapeake Bay News 
 

A new study shows that 
surface water temperature in 
the Chesapeake Bay is 
increasing more rapidly than 
air temperature, signaling a 
need to look at the impact of 
warming waters on one of the 
largest and most productive 
estuaries in the world. 

 

 
The study, completed by Haiyong Ding and 
Andrew Elmore of the University of Maryland 
Center for Environmental Science’s Appalachian 
Laboratory, was published in the October issue 
of Remote Sensing of Environment. 



“I was surprised that the pattern of increasing 
water temperature was so clear,” said study co-
author Andrew Elmore. “If you take any group of 
five years, they are generally warmer than the 
previous five years. A consistent warming trend 
happening over a really large portion of the Bay.” 

Trends of increasing water temperature were 
found for more than 92% of the Chesapeake 
Bay. Water temperature has been increasing 
more rapidly than air temperature in some 
areas, particularly in the main stem of the Bay 
and in the Potomac estuary. The Patapsco 
River in Baltimore showed the fastest warming 
of any area of the Bay, implicating urbanization 
of the watershed and use of the Bay’s waters to 
cool power plants along its shore. 

Water temperature is one of the most important 
factors in understanding the functioning of an 
aquatic ecosystem. It signals spawning time for 
fish and warmer water holds less dissolved 
oxygen than colder water, thereby making 
estuarine ecosystems experiencing 
eutrophication or algal blooms more susceptible 
to dead zones. Many aspects of estuarine 
management and restoration are dependent on 
good temperature data. 

While warming water temperature in the Bay is 
not a novel finding, the study used satellite 
remote sensing data to map a 30-year average 
minimum and maximum temperatures across 
the Bay north of the Potomac River. For 
decades, measurements have been taken from 
piers, stationary buoys and mobile platforms, 
which is expensive and time consuming to 
deploy over large bodies of water. 

Elmore and his research team used data from 
satellites that orbit the earth taking a picture of 
the Chesapeake Bay every 16 days. Because 
water emits electromagnetic radiation 
characteristic of its temperature, each satellite 
image can be converted to a map of water 
surface temperature. By analyzing images in 

consecutive 5-year groups, the researchers 
were able to separate seasonal variation from 
long-term trends. 

Increasing water temperatures can be driven by 
climate change, coastal urbanization (since 
1975, urban land cover has increased by more 
than 100% in portions of the coastal plain 
adjacent to the Bay), runoff from impervious 
surfaces (imagine the stormwater during a hot 
afternoon thunderstorm running into a stream at 
bath-water temperatures), and discharges from 
industrial processes, such as power plants that 
use water from the Bay and its tributaries for 
cooling. 

The study compared annual average water 
surface temperatures for the past 30 years 
against air temperature records.  Increasing 
trends in air and water temperature were found 
at all of the stations studied, with rates generally 
ranging between 0.5 and 1 degree C every ten 
years. 

“Spatio-temporal patterns in water surface 
temperature from Landsat time series data in the 
Chesapeake Bay, U.S.A.,” by Visiting Professor 
Haiyong Ding and Andrew Elmore of the 
University of Maryland Center for Environmental 
Science was published in the October issues 
of Remote Sensing of Environment. 

That’s it for August! Have a good week and let’s 
have a good and safe tournament on September 
5. I will see you in mid-September with another 
newsletter and with some exciting 
announcements regarding speakers at our 
September 26 meeting at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fish on!! 
 

 
 
Ben Ames 
President 
Northern Neck Anglers Club 
 
Captain Ben Ames, Jr. 
The Ames Marine Group 
428 Sutton Ave 
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