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June 4 through June 12 is National Boating and Fishing Week, a national 

celebration to highlight the importance of recreational boating and fishing in the 

United States.  Ninety percent (90%) of Americans live within an hour of 

navigable waters.  Summer is a great time for family members and friends to enjoy 

boating and fishing as a temporary break from the stresses of everyday life.  

Remember to be safe on the water at all times. 

The Trophy Rockfish Tournament, the club’s first member tournament of 2016, 

was held over the weekend of May 7-8, as scheduled.  Several members fished the 

tournament on Saturday.  Unfortunately, small craft advisories forced cancellation 

of Sunday as a tournament fishing day, resulting in a one day tournament.  Jay 

Straughan weighed in a 24lb 8oz rockfish on Saturday, the only trophy rockfish 

weighed in during the tournament.  Congratulations to Jay, the 2015 Angler of the 

Year (AOY) for his first place finish. 

The next member meeting will be held at 7pm on Saturday June 25th at the 

Wicomico Parish Church Hall, 5191 Jessie DuPont Memorial Highway, Wicomico 

Church.  I will be chairing a panel discussion of experienced anglers discussing the 

eight target species we will be fishing for during the remaining six member 

tournaments of 2016 – bluefish, cobia, croaker, flounder, puppy drum, spanish 

mackerel, spot, and striped bass (rockfish).  This is an opportunity for experienced 

anglers to refresh fishing tackle and techniques and for inexperienced anglers or 

those new to saltwater fishing to gain knowledge.  A $30 gift certificate will be 

awarded by random drawing as a members only door prize at the end of the 

meeting.  The public is invited and guests are welcome at all NNAC member 

meetings. 

The next scheduled tournament is the Flounder Bash July 9-10, sponsored by 

Marine Electronics of Hartfield. Target species for the tournament will be croaker 

and flounder.  Prizes will be awarded for the top two fish (by weight) for each 

species. AOY points will be awarded for each species, with 4 points for first place, 

3 for second, 2 for third and 1 point for all other entries.  Be sure to weigh in any 

eligible croaker and/or flounder you may catch during the tournament.  

On May 24, the Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) voted to close 

the recreational cobia season in Virginia waters on August 30, along with changes 

in size and possession limits and prohibition on gaffing cobia.  A mandatory 
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reporting system for cobia (caught and released) will be implemented in 2017.  

Check the VMRC website for current cobia fishing regulations and requirements. 

Cobia has now been removed as a target species for the September Grab Bag 

Tournament since the season will be closed at that time.  As an alternative, the club 

has added a member tournament, the Cobia Classic, the weekend of July 23-24, 

weather permitting, with cobia, croaker and flounder as the target species.  This 

will allow the club to hold a tournament this season with cobia as a target species 

and will add a second tournament opportunity for members to fish for croaker and 

flounder. 

In 2007, the Virginia General Assembly enacted a law to establish a boating safety 

education requirement for all motorboat operators using a motor of 10hp or greater 

(including boats documented by the U.S. Coast Guard) and personal watercraft 

operators (i.e. jet skis).  All motorboat operators irrespective of age must meet this 

requirement by July 1. 

Remember to thank and patronize those businesses that sponsor club tournaments 

and awards and the marinas and weigh in locations that support the club’s monthly 

tournaments during the fishing season.  Our success as a club continues to depend 

upon this support. 

Hope to see you at the June 25 meeting. 

Tight lines !! 

John O’Connor 

NNAC President 


